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AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT.
mrs. CONWAY'S BROOKLYN' THEATRE.

Bnettah opera.1alisMAN, at 8 1\ M.; closes at 10:43
r. a. Mi_-» KeUogc-

WOOD'S MUSEUM.
Broadway, corner ol Thirtieth .»'reet.the BLACK
HAND, at 6 P. M.; closes at 10:45 i. M. Matinee at 2
T. M.

THEATRE OOMIOTE,
14 Broauwavgo.514 Broadway..VAF IE 1V. at 8 l\ M.; Closes at 10 49

METROPOLITAN MUSKCM OK ART.
1 Fourteenth street..Open from 10 A. M. to » P. M.

BROOKLYN PAUK THEATRE,
Jtiltoa ayenut..VARIETY, at feP. M.; cioiea at 10 At

BRYANT'S OPERA HOUSE,
West Twcntr-thlrd street. n<-ar sixth avenue .NEGRO
MINSTRELSY. Ac., at 8 i'. M.; closes at 10 P. M. Daa
Brvan t.

GERMAN LA THEATRE,
Fourteenth street -GIROKLE-OIKOKLA, at I F M.;
closet at 10 *3 P. M. Miss Una .Vayr.

OLYMPIC THEATRE,
Jfo.^CM Broadway .VARIETY, at 8 P. M.; closer at 10:43

ROMAN HI I'PODROME.
Foorth aTenne and Twenty-seventh street..VISION'S
OK THE HOL BI-, at 2-.J0 P. M. and 8 P. M.; Menagerie
.pen at 1 P. M. nnd 6 -JO P. M.

£a.J01 Bowery .VARIETY, at 8 K M.Tc'.otes at 10:ti
BOWKltY OPERA HOU*K,

. ji Bower
- - .

P. B.
FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE,

Twenty*tihM, struct and Hrotawav..THE BIO BO.
NANZA. at j r. M.; closes at 1U.30 !' M. Mr. Fisher, Mr.
Xevris, Miss Davenport, Mrs. Gilbert

PAUK. TH1ATRE,
Y (J F» /¦ k sf L,' TT m s

P. M. Mr. Mayo.
Broadwav..DATT (. H o K r. at'. P. M.; closes at

Broadway..VARIETY7, atS P. M.; closes at 10:43
GRAND CENTRAL THEATRE,

P.*".'
BOWERY THEATRE.

kj^-UOnsD THE WORLD IS EIGHTT DATS,

GRAND OPERA HOUSE,
a and rwent

close* at 10.45 P. M.
Blsrhth avfriM and rweat* thtra t-treet..AHMED, at 8
P. M.; c

BOOTH'- THEATRE
_atv-third street and

IT V., at i P. v. low* a lir. M. Mr. Rtfnold.gira^Y°1 Twes;- 1t and Sixth avenue.

LYCEUM THEATRE,
set. near St»ih ar-n

rCME05t, at 8 P. M. Mil*. Aunee.

BAN FRANCISCO MINSTEELS,
>rner of rwi ritv-njnth stre
at . P M : 1 , - at 1U P M.

Foarteenth street. near Pi»ih av-naa..LA JOLLE
FaBFC

&NSTR?L^^orne^or^^^^ninth street..NEGBO

TIVOLI THEATRE.
_e»we»n --.-on) and

L.RIBTY. at $ P. M.; clo«r. Bt 12 P. M.*lghlh afreet, be'wcn -econ i ant! Third avennes..
VaRI.

WALLACE'S THEATRE.
Broadway.ROMANCE OK A POOR YOUNG MAN. at
. P. M.; close* at 10 -4O 1' M. Mr. Moniarne.

COLOH3EUM.
BroadMrar and Thirty-lcurth s'reet..PARIS BY NTOHT.
1*3 exiiiBmons daily at 2 and 8 P. >1

QUADRUPLE SHEET.
re* YORK, IlESDir, APRIL #. I6JS.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.

Owing to the pressure of advertisements on

the columns of our Sunday editions we are

obliged to request advertisers to send in ad¬
vertisements intended for the Sunday TTetiald

during the week and early on Saturdays,
thereby insuring a proper classiiication.

/taw W thlit morning fhf probabilities
err that the ->r*ath*r to~r1>nj vAll be rUnr.

Wall Steeet Yf>-tkbdat..The stock mar-

k> t wa? unsteady, especially in home of (he
.nancies." Money wan firmer at 5 and f> per
cent. Foreign e*<h*nge was -trong. Gold
advanced to 114f. and closed at 1145.

What Dors Tin* Mzuf ?.The pardon of

Ingersoll, th^ Tammany chnirmaker, hy
Governor Tilden.

Enrovnorr rs Si»AE».-~The professors and
#tudente of the Spanish universities are said
lo be united in opposing the new educational
laws and intend to ran ke a general demons!ra-
tkm. But the young Alfonso onsrht not to Ik-
blamed. The boj- has just lett school himself
and naturally wishes to be revenged upon his
books.
A Tn*ZAXiNEi> Ncrs-ctt*..In a communi¬

cation which we publish to-day will be found
a statement of facis of which the Health
Board should take cornixance, it 'hat body
wish to fulfil their duties toward the public,
[t appears that abattoirs have been estab¬
lished on the North IJiver in a district where
the slaughtering of animak >»nd the disposal
©f the refuse of the dead carcases may e»»ri-
ouaiy interfere, with the public health during
the wavm weather. It is a subject fraught
With interest to the city, and demands im-

|»er iti\cly instant investisration.

Tax Ladt WAHniNoroN Rectjttoi To
Hionr..Now that we are near.ng the celebra¬
tion of our Centennial. tb > social event at the
Acidemy this evening rinat prove particu¬
larly interesting. especially it is eombmed
with one of oar nv.sit dowrying < i.aniii-. Th-
court o: tho firs and the mo-* r<>etfcdlady
who ever prodded ;it the White Hous< *hir i

& many historic personages graced with their

presecc", will lx L.ithlally reproduced. and
the auoce»-ding tea rarty will Ix? an agreeable
r«nmiein'fl of those dajs when tin re were

nobility and honor in high places, and Ktdary
ptrii\m, third terms and official beck didings
nets unheard of. Hii preparation for this
evtnt have been of the most elaborate and ex¬

tensive kind, ann it is to be hoped that the

proceeds will be ample enough to enable St.
John's Guild to pursue its good work.

The Democratic Victory t» Comncctlent.

The democrats won in Connecticut yester-
day what will pas* in their party organs for
a great victory. They hare elected their
State ticket, a majority of the Legislature and
three of the four Congressmen. Barnum
(democrat) is re-elected in the Fourth dis-
trict, Hawley (republican) defeated in
the First, and Kellogg (republican) de¬
feated in the second, Starkweather in the
third district being the only republican Con¬
gressman elected. The democratic majority
on the State ticket is somewhat smaller than
it was a year ago. The gain of Congressmen
does not count as compared with the election
of last year when members of Congress
were not chosen. Two years ago, when
members of the Forty-third Congress
were elected in Connecticut, the reaction
against the republican party had not
set in, and a comparison of the Congressional
rote throws no light on the question whether
the political current continues to move in the
same direction and with the same force as it
did in the surprising revolution which elec¬
trified the country last autumn. In the spring
of 1873 President Grant had just been inaugu¬
rated a second time, after a triumphant
re-election; the democratic party, still smart¬
ing under the great Greeley defeat, was in a

state of prostration; business seemed pros¬
perous, the panic not occurring until nearly
six months later, and .the republicans had ac¬

cordingly every advantage in the April elec¬
tion that year in Connecticut A gain of
Congressmen now, under circumstances so dif¬
ferent, proves nothing respecting the state of
publio leeling in 1875 as compared with 1874.
It is only by gains or losses between this
year aud last that anything can safely be in¬
ferred ns to the growth or decline of parties
and the present drift cf political sentiment.
All comparisons are idle except those founded
on the vote of 1874, when no Congressmen
wer<> elected. We must compare State ticket
with State ticket, and 1875 with 1874, to find
whether tbe Connecticut democracy is in a

state of progress or decay.
It apoears by the returns thus far received

that the democratic party very nearly holds
its own as compared with last year. Eighty-
one towns which last year gave Ingersoll a

plurality of 2,093 over his republican com-

pe itor give him this year a plurality of
1.8G4, and if this ratio prevails through
the State the democratic loss from last
year is not serious. There is a

mach fuller vote than in 1874, but the gains
by both parties are nearly equal. In the
eighty-one towns already referred to the
increase of the democratic vote is 2,278,
and the increase of the republican vote
2,507.a neck-and-neck race so far as

mere gains are concerned. According to
the natural progress of political rev¬

olutions the democratic party Ghould
have made gieat gains instead of trifling
losses. The splendid victories in other States
last year ought to have helped them; the
recent military interference with the Louisiana
Legislature should have brought them ad¬
ditional votes: the republican blunder of run¬

ning a servile supporter of Grant for the Gov¬
ernorship gave them an advantage which
ought to have increased their majority. And
yet, instead of gaining thousands, they
have not held their majority of last
year. They stand where they did, or rather
not qaite as well as they did, one year ago,
when the "tidal wave" had scarcely begun
to move. They are entitled to rejoice over
the defeat of Hawley and Kellogg for Con¬
gress, but that is only a gain as compared
with the spring of 1873, when the republican
party had jost elected a President and was in
the full tide of undiminished success.

The arrast of democratic gains in the
opening elections of th« year is fortunate for
the party.fortunate, we mean, if it shall
have the good sense to accept the valuable
lesson it teaches. The democratic party
has hern ender a hallucination as to the
canoes of its great victories last year.
The checks to its progress, first in New
Hampshire and now in a slighter degree in
Connecticut, onght to dispel illusions The
mistake has consisted in attributing last year s

roeewwes to a reaction in th- public mind in
favor «if that type of democracy known
.is Bonrbonism, which Him- nothing
and torgets nothing. The republicans who
assisted the d.m'>er.icy last year by staying
sullenly away *r it the polls, or who -tr' ugth-
eiied it by voting lor the democratic candi¬
dal . did not renounce, and never meant to
be un1 rstood a*; renouncing, any principle
for which they contended during the war or

the ur at reconstruction controversy which
ab'ortied public art ntjon for the ensu¬

ing five or six years. In Toting
for democratic candidate last year, or

in giving them indirect support by
declining to vote, the disaffected republicans
still "kept the faith" to which they were

pledge I by tl eir antecedents. The direct
support of the democracy l>y of them
an f the indirect support by others had a

double object It was one part of their inten¬
tion to give a warning to the republican
party and * teach it the necessity of
reforming abuses if it expected to
retain it* hold on the country. Thin
was the rfew of those republicans wbo
simply abstained from voting. The other
part of the intention was to satisfy the dem¬
ocratic party that it might hope for the <-np-
port of former repnblicans if it accepted in
good faith the reunite of the war. letting by¬
gones be byj/ones, and addressing Itself to

adm.nistrativs reforms. This was the
view of such former republicans
»s voted with the democracy. The tailing
OHf k into the republican ranks of 'ithcT of
the».<5 cla ses would lean- the democratic party
as hopeless and imbecile as it was during th<-
war find in th<- Presidential el "tinn* of
1868 find 187-i. The democratic lead¬
ers perpetrated the blunder of regarding
he temporary n pvbliuan recruits an

converts to Kourbonism, snd they »re begin¬
ning to reap the consequence* of so ,env-

:>«s it mistake. In Connecticut they
lr. Mr. K.> ton, a dyed-iu-the-wool

li i.irbon, to the {Senate ; in Missouri
tfc'y fit. ig out Mr. Kehurz, a states-
mm ot great Ability, whom they might hav<
attach* d o their party, and gave the «eRt he
adorn id t > a small Confederate (i aeral nnd
ai. inflationist, Such oi ^lays ol Bonrbonistn
have alienated thousand" of voters who might
other* ise have acted -teadily with the demo-
eratic party.

I 1 uis atrange want of political penetration is

also exhibited in the blindness of the demo*
cratic leaden to the main cause of the sur-

prising revolution which turned their heads
last year. The great democratic victo¬
ries were chiefly due to the panic
and the stagnation which followed.
The "tidal wave" was set in motion
by the panic, and now, when the panic baa
spent its force and business begins to revive,
the progress of the "tidal wave" is arrested.
Every other cause to which the democratic
party organs and stump orators ascribo their
bucceeses last year was in full operation long
before the panio commenced, and has
lost none of its force. Not even

the third term has been renounced,
and on other subjects President Grant is
more justly exposed to damaging criticism
than he was last autumn, when the elec¬
tions were so unfavorable to his adminis¬
tration. His action in the South
was far more acceptable in the early
part of last year than it has been this
year. Last year he promptly refused to iu-
interfero in Texas; he avoided interference in
Arkansas as long as he could, and when he did
act his course met the general approbation
of both parties. But this year his military
intervention in Louisiana and Mississippi has
exposed him to a great deal of well-founded
denunciation. These causes ought to
have made the democratic victory in Con¬
necticut greater than it is, especially as the
republican partly strongly indorsed the Presi¬
dent. But the panic and business stagnation,
which have heretofore helped the democracy
more than any other cause, are beginning to
abate, and if there should be a considerable
revival of business, extending and growing
through the season, the party will find it more
difficult to make converts than in the autumn
elections ot last year.
The result of the Connecticut election

gives the democratic party no reason for
discouragement if its leaders will have the
wisdom to abjure Bourbonism once for all,
and if their opponents shall persist in
their allegiance to Grant in spite of
his third term aspirations. In New Hamp¬
shire the republicans repudiated the third
term and recovered the State. By pursuing
the same course they might liave recovered
Connecticut, whereas, in consequence of in¬
dorsing Grant, they have barely made a small
reduction of the democratic majority of
last year. If in next fall's elections the
republicans resolutely and unequivocally
throw Grant's third term aspirations
overboard the renewed business activity
which mast by that time have token place
will enable them to recover a great deal of
the ground they lost last year. They might
have done better in Connecticut than they
did in New Hampshire if they bad cast off the
heavy load of Grantism with which they were

handicapped.
Disraeli and Bismarck.

We published yesterday a piece of news

which deserved more attention than it prob¬
ably received. This wae the speech of Mr.
Disraeli in Parliament contradictory of the
rnmor that he had apologized to Prince Bis¬
marck for saying that an English workingman
enjoyed privileges which foreign noblemen
did not. The Count Von Arnim had just
been arrested, and these words were thought
to refer to that arbitrary measure. Mr.
Disraeli took an appropriate occasion.the
debate on the Irish Coercion bill.to say^that
when he made that remark he was no more

thinking of Prince Bismarck than of Bory
O'More. This apology only aggravates his
offence.
Does the English Premier think it proper

to tantalize his German brother in this way ?
Wars have often been caused by smaller
events, and Bismarck is known to be quite
sensitive. An soon a£ ho learnpd that Mr.
Disraeli thought no more of him than of
Bory O'More ho inquired who that individual
waa. Now, th^re are two Borys in Irish
history. One of them was the leader of a

rebellion, and the older courted Kathleen
Bawn, and teased her till "Terra, Bory, be
ainy !" sweet Kathleen would cry. It is not

likely that Bismarck will be complimented
by the comparison to either of thr m. He has
juot threatened Belgium, and as it is but a

step over through Holland to Groat Britain
there is no knowing what he may do if Mr.
Disraeli keeps up such unpleasant classifica¬
tions.
So much for Binmarc k. On the other

side, *h i Irish have a Tery high opin¬
ion of both of the ltory O'Mores, and
donbtless are indignant when Mr. Disraeli
proclaims in the House of Commons that he
thinks no more of the Rorvs than of Bis¬
marck. They feel the affront more keenly
because it is ^iven at a time * hen the policy
of coercion which one of the ltor>s resisted
i« resumed. "K r are much afraid that the
Premier has got himself into a bnd box. On
the one hand is Bismarck enraged at being
compared with Rory, and on the other is
Bory furious at being likened to Bismarck.

The .7acm to Mexico..Home of our

newspapers are making a great noise because
a revenue cutter has taken some of our Sena¬
tors and their families to Vera Cruz, and we

are told about the corruption of the jvern-

ment. abont the veaaeb becoming pleasure
yachts, about the waste of public money and
soon. We do not care much about these
complaints. These revenue cutters are used
lor ull sorts of purposes.firemen"* excursions
up an I down the bay, for gi'.ing tired poli¬
ticians a pleaeant time, and if ihr government
chooses to send one ; r s th . iulf of Mexico
iti-. a small ma Iter. These picayune criticisms
upon the act* of the administration do no

good, and only weaken the effects of just
criticism Wh« n censure is need. I. If Presi¬
dent Grant does nothing wor e than allow a

revenue critP-r to sail wound the Gulf of
Mexico with k party of Senators 1 o vill retire
from public life with universal e»t' <a. We
think it is « irl1 r who say that, one of tho
most nece-wry thing* for man no is to
clean his fconl of cant; and then i nothi®R
that is more offensive terns than th' » canting
cntici ms »pon the actsot'i i< government.

'I'm) I'sEMiufcXT hits f^ivc i) his opinion upon
Mexican Affair* with more than 11 aid tree-
do, n. He says there is no|»r:"».ent r- - m :<>r

spprebeuding war, but, of course, no oris

could tell what might hanpen in M npnro.
In th'j meanwhile the frontier is to be pro¬
tected, and the attention of the Mexican
government officially called to the recent
raids.

The Broolcljrn Medical
In the melancholy tragedy just enacted in

Brooklyn in the noma of science and medical
treatment there are some grave lessons,
equallv important to the medical profession
and to the public. Perhaps the most ob¬
viously important lesson tonches the great
differences that may exist between different
specimens of what is nominally the same

medicine. At the office of Dr. Agnew 3 r.

Walker took one hundred and eighty drops ot
the extract of conium without notable effect.
At his own home he took one hundred and
fifty minims and was killed. Ordinarily the
WOrd '.minim" is used in this connection as

more formal than the word "drop;" but if the
minims were measured in the graduated glass
the one hundred and fifty minims might have
been equal in fluid quantity to the one hun¬
dred and eighty drops. But if they were the
same in quantity, how different in effect were

the two specimens of medicine ! Couium, as

sold in the apothecary shops, is commonly
inert, and this experience of its worthlessness
has even led many writers on the materia
medica to treat as delusion the accounts of its
effects put on record by the older
phvsician-. As the ordinary extracts are

made in Europe, the inactivity which is their
common characteristic maybe due to defec¬
tive processes in the manufacture, to adultera¬
tion or to age. and the consequent destruction
of the energetic elements of the substance.
Evidently the hundred and eighty drops were

from a specimen of this inert sort. u

Squibb's extract* are not like those that lmve
been stowed away in gallipots in somebody*
musty shop for half a century, and his ex¬

tract of conium was as vigorous as all the
medicines that come from his laboratory are

known to be. It may indeed have been made
from the plant as it grows in this country,
but the great difference between such a medi¬
cine as found in the shops and the same medi¬
cine as prepared in an establishment like
Squibb'* is a iact of which every practitioner
would seem likely to take notice, and we an¬

ticipate some material correction in the his¬

tory of the case.
.But the case also involves an important

lesson on the wisdom of giving virulent
poisons in only tentative doses in every cas*

where it is possible that there may be an error

in the diagnosis.that is to say in cases where
those conditions may really not be present
upon the presumed presence of which the
propriety of ghring a certain medicine is

based. Fifty minims of Squibb s extract
prostrated this man. It was four or five tunes
as much r.s any healthy person could take
with impunity at a dose. But be took a hun¬
dred more subsequently, end he had taken
one hundred and eighty drops a short time
before-say three hundred and sixty drops
in all between two and six o clock.of the
same afternoon.with just a possibility that
the first one hundred and eighty were

not absolutely inert, but came with
cumulative effect upon the operation' of
that whose greater activity started the
train of symptoms. If the man s brain
and spine were in a normal physiological
condition the prescription pointed the way to
certain death. If they were in a disordered
state there was the probability that they
would not be reduced to paralysis, but might
be only reduced so far as to insure quiet and
regular action. But the result points to the
fact that the exaggerated nervous action upon
which the use of the powerful sedative was

based did not exist; that undue action of the
areat nervous centre, was not the source of
the spasmodic trouble. Life itself began to
yield while the twitching of the tacial muse es

was still in full play, and they were evidently
therefore, beyond the reach of the medicine
that was violent enough to completely para¬
lyze those important nerves upon which the
action of the heart and the muscles of respir¬
ation depend. In short, the result points to
a diagnosis that might hava saved Dr. Brown-
S&iuard many searings and scorings of this
?ictim of erroneous theory.

The Position of Mr. Brrrhcr.

The trial in Brooklyn has long since passed
ont ol the ordinary rnles which govern actions
at law. The general custom on the part of
the press not to comment upon cases before a

court and jury has not been followed by our

journals in dealing with Mr. Beecher. We
think it iti a mistake in many ways, but the
binme does not rest with the press. Tile trial
of Mr. Beecher has never been a purely legal
proceeding, either by plaintiff or defendant
Both gentlemen addressed themselves to the
public, in statements, in curds and "inter¬
views" and strenuous efforts to manufacture
and stimulate public opinion. Mr. Tilton
himself did a vast amount of work in this di¬
rection. and with great effect, for he succeeded
in forming a party acainst the most adverse
circumstances, a party that will sustain him
whether he wins or loses. Mr. Beecher has
not bpen so fortunate in affecting public
opinion, probably because he has not been so

industrious, and partly also because he is
in the position of a strong man surrounded
by a multitude of friends, sustained by
wealth, position and influence, while his an¬

tagonist seems to be alone in the world, with¬
out money or friends.
S nee we are, therefore, all discussing the

Beecher case, there is one point that we think
should be made, aud it is this:.While Mr.
Beecher is on the stand let him have the
lull benefit of his evidence. Many ot our

journals are discussing Mr. Bcecher's evidence
a.H though he must necessarily be lying.
Nothing conhi be more unfair, not only to
the defendant but to ordinary justice and fair

play. If" Mr. Batcher's evidence can be
destroyed it will be done by due process of
law, eith» r by cross-examination or the evi¬
dence of witnesses competent to disprove his
allegations. While hf is on the stand let him
have the protection which all witnesses re¬

ceive, the sair" protection from public opinion
which is granted by tiio Judge on the bench.
Thi* t nd. ney to look upon f very witness as

a deliberate perjusr, as a liar and a partisan,
is deplorable. K. hermire. in the of Mr.
Beecher we ought ulso to remember that he is
an old man. He hns lived many years in this
community. He attained a pu-ition of per-
sonnl influence, popularity and religions
power which belonged to no other clergyman.
For a generation he has been u representative
American, a ir.nn in whose gcuius we all f it
a pride. Ho lived lor sixty years without a

stain upon his name, in high public respect,
revered as a teacher of the Gospel, a leader in
politics, society and religion. When a man

\

of this charaoter and of (beta years esters tha
witneRs box. and takes an oath before "tbo
ever living God, the searcher of all hearts,"
to tell the truth, we should do him the justice
to listen to his story and not to insist that
every sentence be utters is a lie because it
does not tally with our hopes or our preju¬
dices.
We are certainly no partisan of Mr. Beecher.

There are many things in his oourse, even

from his own admissions, which we cnnnot
but censure. We like to see fair play. While
he is testifying, at least, and speaking under
the most eolemn circumstances that can sur¬

round a citizen, it is the height of rudeness,
not to say injustice, to endeavor to break down
his testimony by denunciation. If it is to
be broken down let the lawyers do it. But
give Mr. Beecher the benefit of his life, of
his years, of the fearful responsibility he has
at stake, and, above all, of the fact that he is
speaking under the solemnity of an oath and
in presence of the penalties of the law.

Albany This Week.

The Legialature reassembled last evening,
and the present bids fair to be a comparatively
quiet week at Albany. The excitement caused
by Governor Tilden's canal message has pretty
much subsided, and nothing is likely to occur

to revive it. Everybody, Canal Ring and all,
professes to desire investigation, and every¬
body is certain to get what he pretends he
wants. Before the week ends there will be
three committees of investigation fully
equipped, namely, Governor Tilden's com¬

mission, the joint committee of the Legisla¬
ture and the committee of the Canal Board;
which is very much as if three different grand
juries were applied to at the same time to find
a bill of indictment founded oa tha same evi¬
dence and subject matter. This multitude of
investigating bodies, each acting indepen¬
dently of the others, has its ridiculous side.
They are all to have power to send for
papers and documents, subpoena wit¬
nesses, administer oaths and to pun¬
ish for contempts. Now, supposing it
should happen that each commission
or committee should subpoena some witness.
say Jarvis Lord.before it for examination on

the same day, which of the three subpoenas
would he obey? If he goes before the joint
committee, will the Governor's commission
issue a warrant to bring him by force? Will
witnesses be imprisoned for contempt by two
of the three investigating bodies because they
prefer to testify before the third? Are the
competing committees to tog and haul for the
possession of persons and papers like the dogs
in Homer around a fresh hide, each pulling
a different way? Courts of justice avoid
such conflicts, because three courts never sit
at once to try the same criminal or conduct
the same investigation. The truth is that one

committee of investigation, if it be competent
and honest, is as good as a dozen; and if
they are not honest, they may throw endless
impediments in each other's way by their
equal and conflicting rights to persons and
papers at the same time. The public will
have confidence in Governor Tilden's com¬

mission of lour, and it is simply preposterous
to put two rival committees in the fisld to
make precisely the same inquiries relating to
the same subject.
We suppose Governor Tilden will send the

names of the Commissioners to the Senate
for confirmation in the coarse of the day.
There would be some mortification and loss
of prestige if any of them should be rejected,
as it would expose the Governor to charges of
partisan bias or want of fairness, which, how¬
ever unfounded, would more or less impair
his influence. He will, therefore, be likely to
proceed with great caution, making no selec¬
tion until he has first satisfied himself that
awkward accusations having the least color of
truth cannot be suddenly sprung upon any of
his appointees. If any of them should have
a vulnerable spot the Canal Ring would be
quite certain to detect and proclaim it.
The members of the legislative joint com¬

mittee werj announced last evening, by
Speaker McGuire on the part ot the Assembly
and Lieutenant Govoraor Dorsheimer on the
part of the Senate. Two of the three Sen¬
ators appointed declino to serve, so the com¬

mittee is not yet complete. Beyond the
coi#pMion of the joint committee and the
nomination and confirmation of the Gov¬
ernor's commission there is little prospect of

anything being done at Albany this week
relating to the canal controversy.
"The O1.OK8T Lawykb in ttie Would.".A

sketch of the- oldest lawyer in the country,
and perhaps in the world, will be found in our
columns this morning. The Hon. Elbert
Herring, whose career is now sketched, has
celebrated his ninety-eighth birthday. He
remembers New York when the city did not
extend much beyond Ann street, :ind when
the best people resided below Wall street, and
when Bridewell .fail stood 011 the site of the
City Hall, and when the city was not half the
size of Newark. Mr. Herring has lived in
New York for more than ninety years, was

admitted to the Bar in 179*. and was a judpe
of the Marine Court tho year Napoleon be¬
came Emperor of France. Charles O'Conor,
now an old and illustrious man, was a student
in bis office. Mr. Herring was also Commis¬
sioner ot Indian Affairs.the first that held
the position. The pre-enee of a man like Mr.
Herring among n«, who Jived in a world
which seems to have rolled into a distant past,
is a poetic illustration of the centennial time

npon which we have fallen. Lives like these
are monuments. and should be cherished.

Gevebaj. Buixeb has written a letter, which
is quoted in our Washington despatches, de¬
nying that he uses his personal influ¬
ence to secure federal appointments
for his friends. On the contrary, ho
huis that since his Congressional tern^
expired he has not thought it proper to in¬
terfere in such matters, and it was 110 doubt
with a sardonic recollection oftha scores of

application* made to him that he adds.
'.I have no doubt that you regret
this result which tbo election of la? t
hill has broil bt about." We have no

doubt of it eithrr, for with all his faults
General Butl r had tho Libit of tutting good
care of his friend -. '

What thk Police Might Patvent..A cor¬

respondent, following the suggestions which
have been made in tho Hebaei>, says that our

policemen might be made to do an incalcu¬
lable amount of good if, in addition to patrol¬
ling their beats, they would attend to other

matten of vital Interest to the publlo.«uol
.a causing street obstructions to be removed,
koeping crossings clear and paying attention
to the condition of street lamps. There are

hundreds of nuisances in this city which a

little attention on the part of the police would
remove. As it i», the force seem to devote
their energies solely to lounging around when
no disturbance occurs, and to an inordinate
use of their clubs when some helpless way¬
farers happen to stagger or stumble.

Spring.
Of all the seasons Spring is the most oo>

quettish. She is like the princess who stooped
and kissed the sleeping poet under the tree,
who still slept on but dreamed a different
dream. The earth was hardly conscious that
spring had coine till yesterday, when blu«
skies dropped ethereal mildness (Thomson)
on her bosom. It is indeed the time when
the young, the rosy spring gives to the
breeze her scented wing (Anacreon) and
April is garlanded with all the fairest flowen
and freshest buds the earth brings forth
(Spenser). Well was it observed that like ai

army defeated the snow hath retreated (Words¬
worth) and that the fields with flowers ara

decked in every hue (Drummond), though
we must not go out just yet to pull
them. The swallow also brings us the
season of vernal delight, with his back all of
sable and belly of white (Anonymous), and
there are daffodils which come before th«
swallow dares ai>d take the winds of March
with beauty (Shakespeare). In the spring a

brighter orimson burns upon the robin's breast
(Tennyson), and a young man's fanoy lightly
turns to thoughts of lovo (Ibid). Now is
heard the sound of vernal showers on th«
twinkling grass (Shelley), and with his um¬

brella wanders forth the byacinthine boy, for
whom morn well might break and April
bloom (Emerson). Now shall wo notice how
our swift Spring heaps the orchards full of
bloom and scent (Lowell), aDd the maiden
May returns with a pretty haste (Barry Corn¬
wall). Now do the majority of in¬
telligent people think it better to
sport with Amaryllis in the shade or

with the taugles of Ntsara'a hair
(Milton) than to creep into somo still cavern

deep, there to weep and weep and weep (Ten¬
nyson). All these and many other things do
we see and enjoy now that Spring has
broken the ioy fetters of the silver streams

(Wdkesbarre special despatch), and all nature
rejoices that grim-visaged March has smoothed
his frosty pow (Burns and Shakespeare).
Spring ! beautiful Spring! has returned with
birds and flowers (original), and new fashion¬
able styles in hats, bonnets, dresses (adver¬
tisements), influenzas and catarrhs and hun¬
dreds of other things make business lively.
Much more might be said of Spring, but her
lovely and bewitching Gmiles of yesterday
show that at last she has consented to speak
for herself.
Austbia and Italt..The visit of the Em¬

peror of Austria to Italy, and his reception
by the King at Venice, are important only
because of the past relations of the two coun¬

tries. A few years ago the Italians, and none

of them more than the Venetians, hated
Austria because she held them in subjugation.
Now we are told that the Emperor was re¬

ceived with enthusiasm, as a foreign guest, by
a people who always rejected him as a ruler.
There is a lesson in this reconciliation which
other nations, and England particularly, would
do well to heed

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

The new opera house in Paris cost $10,000,000.
General Sir Hope Grant played upon the fiddle.

r Mayor Charles M. Reed, of Erie, Pa., is staying
at the Flitn Avenue Hotel,*
Rev. Fhlllips Brooks, or Boston, is resiling tem¬

porarily at tbe Windsor Hotel.
Bishop Gilbert Haven, of Georgia, has taken np

his residence at the Filth Avenue floteL
Generul snerldan Is at Sew Orleans, probably on

account or the Mexico-Texas border troubles.
Captain L. Morairues, 01 toe Spanish Ordninci

Commission, Is quartered at the Hoffman Hoo.se.
Postmaster General-Marshall Jetroll was in tbla

city lor a short tlm»» last evening, on the way
lrom Hartford to Washington.
General Albert G. I.awrenre, of Rhode Island,

lormeriy United States Minister to Costa Rica, la
sojourning at the Fifth Avenue QoteL
Conereasman James G. Blame returned to this

city last evening irotn a bnel campaign la Con
nectlcnt and is at tiie Filth Avenne Hotel.
Mr. Francis Thorn**, of MaryiauJ, has resigned

the office of Minister to Pern. His Exocllency the
President lias not yet selected his successor.
M. Jnies Bernon, a Frenchman. Oirlist cor¬

respondent. of the French Journal tie l'to?, has been
captured and shot by aome of Allonao's volun¬
teers.
Germany's military forces. Including those of

Bavaria, comprise at thl* moment 31,830 officers,
l,32'.'.fl00 men. 314,070 hor-es, 2,700 field and *20
siege pieces ci cannon.
Mr. cnarie* Albright, recently Congressman-at-

I.arire from Pennsylvania, is at the Grand Central
Hotel. Mr. Albright has ceased to be a Congress¬
man. though he still remains at large.

I he commission of Mr. John C. New, of Indiana,
recently appointed Treasurer of the United States,
to take effect lrom June 30 next, *»< signed by
Ills Excellency the President yesterday and for¬
warded to Indianapolis.

All the jruns on the great ram Thunderer will
be worked by machinery. If tney keen on In¬
creasing the Kitnrnsions or tron-clad.s the notion
or men handling toera at all will be comparable U
ants running a windmill.

ft 1* thus that the Madrid Gazette Informs th«
world that Alfonso and his sitter are weil:."His
Majesty the King (whom God preserve) and Iiei
Royal Hlirhness the Inianta Donua Isabel continue
in'his court without novelty in their Important
health."
The London Atheiurrwt must nay some fo,000 to

an aggrieved publisher, so aays the Jurymen wbo
tried the case, in tne r criticism they alleged mar.
the Messrs. Johnson, of Edinburgh, sold some one

else's work as A. Keith Johnstone's, and thus im¬
posed on the pnoitc.
Toe Hacuess of Edinburgh while out driving was

caught in a shower ;vni borrowed an umbrella at
s cottage of an old womin. who refused to loan
any but the "second brst one," an! next flay tn«
Duchess scut. It home with her compliments, ono

sovereign and a pound of tea.
Tne report that M. lard Csssagnae had beeu

publicly chpMlseu hr a woman was an Invention,
and iirtt appeared in the AWgMmeift. M. Casssg-
nac addresses the editor oi that paper by name
in this stylo:-~"\'oa attribute to mc habits of a

cat' haunter. 01 a drinker oi sb&tnthe, prooabiy
imagining that we fpend onr unie a.<you repub¬
lican* d", tippling in tr.u pipe-sodden atmosphere
of smoking ro ms. And, ilnahj, you relate with
the most circumstantial details au aggre«>ston
against me, in which I am made to look like a

fool, lhis morning in your paper you apologue.
I refuse your apology. An apology lrom you is
like a bad r tiling.base coid, which no oue will
look at. However, there ts one thing I wisn to
tell" you.that your paper should be the last to

publisn these stories about encounters, assaults,
duelling, Ac., having at its head such a douolo-
fljed ooward ssyonrseli, whom 1 hare tke honor
to assart of my profound contempt,"


